KENTUCKY
HOME SCHOOL

In Kentucky, home schools are considered to be non-public schools.
The laws relating to non-public schools also apply to home schools. The
following are the minimal requirements for operating a home school in
Kentucky and the legal authority upon which these requirements are
based:
1. Establish a bonafide school for the children to attend;
 (KRS 159.030) requires compulsory school attendance for every
child between the ages of 6 and 16 and exempts a child from
attending public school who is enrolled and regularly attending a
non-public school.
 Rose V. Council for Better Education, Inc., 790 S.W. 2 nd 186 (1989)
establishes education as a fundamental right in Kentucky.
 Kentucky State Board for Elementary and Secondary Education V.
Rudasill, Ky. 589 S.W. 2nd 877 (1979) establishes the prerogatives
of the parents to choose the formal education for the child.
 (KRS Ann. 159.010(2) requires that an unmarried child between
the ages of 16 and 18 who wishes to terminate his public or
non-public education prior to graduation from high school shall do
so only after a conference with the principal/designee, and the
principal shall request a conference with the parent(s), guardian or
other person residing in the state and having custody or charge
over the child. The parent(s) and child shall be required to attend a
one hour counseling session with a school counselor on potential
problems of non-graduates.
2. Notify the local superintendent of schools each year by letter that
you have established a home school and report the names, ages and
place of residence of each of your children in attendance at the
school and any other information the superintendent might require
to carry out the laws relating to compulsory attendance;
 (KRS 159.030)
 (KRS 159.160) requires the person in charge of the home school
report the names, ages and place of residence of all pupils in
attendance at the school together with any facts that the
superintendent may require to facilitate the laws relating to
compulsory attendance and employment of children.

3. Teach those subjects that will educate children to be intelligent
citizens;
 (KRS 158.080) requires that instruction be offered in English and in
the branches of study that are taught in public schools as found in
the Program of Studies (KRS 156.160) and (704 KAR 3.303). This
is interpreted to at least include reading, writing, spelling, grammar,
history, mathematics and civics.
 It is suggested that the person responsible for instruction keep a
portfolio that contains samples of the best work done by each child
in several areas of study and maintain the portfolio year after year.
This may be of assistance in documenting the existence of the
home school or the transfer of the child to another educational
setting. A record of courses taken and grades received is also
necessary.
 Kentucky State Board for Elementary and Secondary Education V.
Rudasill, Ky. 589 S.W. 2nd 877 (1979) establishes the prerogatives
of the parents to choose the formal education for the child.
4. Provide instruction for a term that is at least as long as the term in
effect for the public schools in the district where the child resides;
 (KRS 158.080) states the minimal school term is 185 days, which
includes 177 days of instruction (KRS 158.070) and 10
non-instructional days.
 (KRS 158.070) states that the minimal instructional term includes
no less the equivalent of 177 six (6) hour instructional days for a
total of 1050 hours of instruction per year.
5. Record and maintain scholarship reports of each student’s progress
in all subjects taught at the same intervals as the local public
schools;
 (KRS 159.040) requires that all home schools record and maintain
scholarship reports and attendance records.
6. Keep accurate attendance records of pupil attendance;
 (KRS 159.040) The attendance records can be kept either in a
notebook, on a computer or in another manner but must be readily
available in case of an inquiry.
7. Be open to inspection by directors of pupil personnel, officials of the
Department of Education or the Cabinet for Families and Children;
 (KRS.130) gives the director of pupil personnel the authority in his
district to investigate any case of violating the compulsory
attendance laws.





(KRS 159.040) states that the purpose for a director of pupil
personnel visiting a home school is to ensure that the requirements
of compulsory attendance are being met and not to determine the
quality of the instruction. This inspection of school records may be
conducted in a neutral site rather than in the home.
(KRS 211.180) and (KRS 212.210) authorizes the Cabinet for
Health Services to regulate certain public health matters related to
the detection, prevention and control of communicable diseases
and health hazards relating to sanitation and safety.

8. Be knowledgeable about the transfer process between the home
school and the public schools and understand that this process
requires the public school to assign the incoming student to the
grade for which he/she is best suited.
 (KRS 158.140) and 704 KAR 3:307 require the grade placement be
carried out either by examination or by student performance.
Contacts for additional information
Kentucky Department of Education
Crichton Comer, Program Consultant
Division of FederalProgram Resources
Kentucky Department of Education
500 Mero Street
Frankfort, Kentucky 40601
Phone (502) 564-3791
Fax (502) 564-8149
Email ccomer@kde.state.ky.us

GED Information
Lisa Schwendau, State GED Examiner
Workforce Development Cabinet
500 Mero Street
Frankfort, Kentucky 40601
Phone (502) 564-5114
Email lisaF.schwendau@mail.state.ky.us

Home School Associations
Mike Hughes, President
Kentucky Home Education Association
PO Box 81
Winchester, KY 40392-0081
Phone (859) 737-3338
Web Site http://www.khea.8k.com/
Email katy@mis.net

Brother Joe Adams
Christian Home Educators of Kentucky
PO Box 220
Bardstown, KY 40004
Phone (502) 252-5066
Web Site http://www.chek.org/index.htm
Email brojoe@bardstown.com

Frequently asked questions: (It is recommended that you keep a copy of any
information that you provide to the local school districts.)
1. Who is responsible for providing the curriculum and the
instructional materials for children being home schooled?

When a child is removed from the public school system, the total
responsibility for the education of the child is borne by the parents.
2. Who is responsible for issuing the diploma for a child
when they graduate from a home school?
It is the responsibility of the home school to issue the diploma.
3. Are home school students allowed to participate in
extracurricular activities sponsored by the public school?
State law only requires the public school district to allow opportunity
for a student to participate in extracurricular activities if the student is
enrolled in the public school district. Some districts are willing to
allow home schools to participate but this decision is up to the
individual school districts.
4. How are home school students treated under No Pass/No Drive?
(KRS 186.440) gives home school students the same status as
students attending public schools. For further information, contact
Joan Howard at (502) 564-3678.

